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Giving Up Ordinary Life in Society Because of a Relapse:
A Life Story of a Resident in Kikuchi Keifuen

Yasunori FUKUOKA and Ai KUROSAKA

Akira Ota (his sanatorium name), an ex-patient of Hansen’s disease,
was born in 1943 to an old wealthy family in Kumamoto. His mother
was also an ex-patient of the disease and forced into a divorce when he
was only 4 years old. When he was in second grade of elementary school,
he had symptoms and entered Kikuchi Keifuen, one of the national
Hansen’s disease sanatoriums in Japan. This paper is his life story. The
interview was conducted by Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka and Kaori
Adachi (an undergraduate student of Saitama University at the time) on
March 18, 2011. Mr. Ota was 67 years old at the interview.

The title of this paper comes from the interviewee’s narrative. After
he graduated from Niirada School (a high school for residents of
Hansen’s disease sanatoriums), he started to live outside sanatoriums. In
Niirada School some of the elder students succeeded in getting into
college outside sanatoriums, and this fact encouraged him to try the
college entrance examination. He entered and graduated from a
prestigious university in Tokyo. He got a job at an apparel company and
enjoyed his work. He was thinking of marrying a woman he lived with,
who was also an ex-resident of Keifuen. However, at the end of his
twenties, he had to reenter the sanatorium because of a relapse and the
side effects of rifampicin.

In the sanatorium, he became an executive of the Association of
Kikuchi Keifuen Residents in 1983. Later he became a member of the
central executive committee of the All Japan-Association of Hansen’s
Disease Sanatorium Residents. He experienced many historical events
while in these positions; the repeal of the Leprosy Prevention Law (1996),
the decision of the Kumamoto District Court for Hansen’s Disease
Government Liability Lawsuit (2001), an incident of refusal to
accommodate Keifuen residents by a hot spring hotel in Kumamoto
(2003). At the present time the interviewee is the vice president of the
Association of Kikuchi Keifuen Residents.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease, segregation policy, Leprosy Prevention
Law, life story
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