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Elections during the COVID-19 Pandemic and the Political Socialization of Youth: Opinion Surveys of
Political Attitude of High School Students in Saitama City (2016, 2017, 2019, and 2021)
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In November, just after the 2021 House of Representatives election, the Social Survey Research
Center of Saitama University conducted a survey of the attitudes of students from city-run high
schools (grades 1 to 3; 2,652 students) in Saitama City. Surveys of city-run high school students were
also conducted during past national elections in July 2016, October 2017, and September 2019, since
the minimum voting age was lowered to 18. In this paper, we will examine (1) how high school
students responded to the 2021 general election held amid the COVID-19 pandemic, (2) the changes
in political attitudes seen in the results of the four surveys conducted between 2016 and 2021, and (3)
the phases of political socialization among high school students based on their responses to the same
issues over time.
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