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The Potential of Online Surveys in Local Elections
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The Asahi Shimbun conducted an online survey of the access panels (registered monitors) owned by a
research firm for five of the gubernatorial and mayoral elections held in the April 2023 local elections.
The survey support rate for each candidate obtained in the online survey was closer to the election
results than those in the RDD survey. In the online surveys, support rate for the Japan Restoration
Association tends to be higher than actual support rate, so some countermeasures are needed in
forecasting. The online survey also showed a tendency for the incumbent candidate's support rate to be
higher. More experimental surveys need to be conducted to better understand the characteristics of the
online surveys.
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