SW-FMEROBAER L IXRITE
—2023 W EMHREHREL 5—

Political Attitudes and Voting Behaviors of the Citizens of Saitama: From the 2023 Saitama
City Council Elections Follow-up Survey
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The Saitama University Social Survey Research Center collaborated with the Saitama
Election Administration Committee in May 2023 to conduct a follow-up survey (“Saitama
Citizens’ Attitudes towards Politics and Elections”) following the Saitama City Council election
held in April. This paper provides an overview of voter attitudes toward politics and elections,
with a focus on the motivations behind their voting behavior.

Prior to this, the Saitama University Social Survey Research Center and the Saitama Election
Administration Committee had jointly conducted a survey in 2019, and the Saitama University
Social Survey Research Center had also independently conducted one after the 2015 election.
Using the results of all three surveys, the trends over time were traced, focusing on the
distinctive elements of voting behavior.

A comparison of the indicators revealed that “time to the poll location” was an effective variable
for discriminating whether a voter “voted or did not vote.” Further, “time to the poll location”
was also a discriminatory factor for those who “voted,” in the context of whether they voted “on
the day or before the day of the poll.”
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